
Venturing into the Middle Keys, Conch Key at MM 63 bayside,
is a historic fishing village reminiscent of the early Florida
Keys. Small cottages that date back to 1925 are home to
commercial trap and line fishermen who work from their
backyards.
Sombrero Beach in Marathon, MM 50 oceanside at
Sombrero Beach Boulevard, provides a sandy oasis in the
Middle Keys.
A portion of the Old Bahia Honda Bridge, a historic part of
the 524-acre Bahia Honda State Park between MM 36 and
MM 37, is open to pedestrians visiting the park and provides

Tucked off U.S. 1 at Burton Road, MM 92.5 oceanside in Key Largo, Harry Harris

Park has a beach, picnic grounds, playground and ball field. At MM 85 bayside

in Islamorada, travelers can view the inside of a fossilized coral reef at the

32-acre Windley Key Quarry Fossil Reef State Geologic Site.
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There's more to the Florida Keys than meets the eye. Away from the
action of Duval Street, the boaters and the visitors, a more peaceful,
historic and unique side of the Florida Keys awaits....

a panoramic view.
Lower Keys visitors also can visit the former Overseas
Railway borrow pit now known as the Blue Hole. Located
just off Big Pine's Key Deer Boulevard at MM 30.5 bayside,
the Blue Hole features a layer of fresh water floating over
salt water, and attracts Key deer and provides a home to
alligators, turtles, birds and numerous fish.
Hidden from view at the commercial gateway to Key West
is the 11-acre Botanical Garden on Stock Island. Situated on
Botanical Garden Lane just off College Road at MM 5 bayside,
the garden draws bird and butterfly watchers and features
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abundant exotic and native plants, walking
trails, a gazebo, benches and a picnic
table.
In Key West, Nancy's Secret Garden, creat-
ed by Nancy Forrester, has been described
as a living work of art. Finding this open-
to-the-public place is tricky - the entrance
is on Free School Lane, off the 500 block
of Simonton Street between Fleming and
Southard streets.
The six-acre Indigenous Park, located just
past the intersection of Key West's White
Street and Atlantic Boulevard, serves as a
haven for migrating birds. Attractions here
include a bird sanctuary and wildlife
refuge. A native hardwood hammock con-
tains a variety of indigenous plants. Bocci
ball courts also are on premises.
www.fla-keys.com
Simonton Court Historic Inn and Cottages,
Key West...This once cigar factory where
highly-skilled laborers hand-rolled some of
the worlds most famous cigars, has been
impressively transformed into a serene
oasis that encourages a sense of calm.
Garden pathways are a highlight with
flowering bougainvillea and lush greenery
displayed prominently among towering
palms that provide a cool respite on a hot
Key West day.
Unique to Simonton Court are the luxurious
accommodation choices guests are offered.
Sumptuous linens and thoughtful amenities
are found adorned within the historic inn
itself. For those who prefer an intimacy of
a private cottage, guests are assured of a
discreet and well-appointed accommoda-
tion.
Outdoors, guests can relax alongside one
of the inn's four pool areas or take
advantage of the full concierge services
that are offered. 800-944-2687 | 305-294-
6386 | www.simontoncourt.com

If romance is on your mind, the Ocean Key
Resort is your perfect destination! The
recently renovated resort offers one of the
most romantic locations in Florida, perfect
for an engagement, wedding or getaway.
Where the Ocean meets the Gulf of Mexico
and boasting a "barefoot elegance, the
resort with 100 large rooms, views that
inspire and energize and amazing cuisine,
greets visitors with warm breezes, breath-
taking views, bright colors, island style art,
and unique, hand-painted furniture
throughout. 
800-328-9815 | www.oceankey.com

Imagine the most romantic and private
oasis in Florida. In the world, there are
only a few locales fit for celebrating the
most important moments of your life. Little
Palm Island Resort & Spa is one of those
exceptional places where island beauty,
ambiance, service, and cuisine come
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together to create a highly customized and
unforgettable event. Located three miles
offshore and accessible only by boat, Little
Palm Island has implemented new levels
of service and luxury at its island resort
like the new Premium Bungalow Suites
and the Chef's Table. The newly
redesigned Premium Bungalow suites
have the finest fixtures and furnishing and
are also one-bedroom suites featuring a
king size bed, separate living room, pri-
vate outdoor shower and private verandah
overlooking the ocean. Each 550-square-
foot suite is fully air conditioned and has
an I-Home docking station, guaranteed
beach dining and more. The Chef's Table
offers a once-in-a-lifetime experience
where the Chef Luis Pous and sous chef
prepare and serve a five or seven course
meal and offer instruction/education about
the items served, amidst lots of action in
the kitchen. 
800-3-GET-LOST | www.littlepalmisland.com

Key Lime Sailing Club encourages their
guests to sail and stay amongst some of
South Florida's most beautiful scenery. This
Key Largo hideaway features intimate vaca-
tion rentals, ideal for couples and families
and access to all the sailing visitors could
ask for! Resort guests who are experienced
at sailing can enjoy the onsite boats, while
visitors who would rather enjoy other out-
door activities can enjoy the snorkeling,
diving, rowing, biking...all the things that
make vacations memorable! 

305-451-3438 | www.keylimesailingclub.com

Finding your way to Key West is easy
when visitors utilize Key West Express.
Considered one of the most time efficient
and pleasurable way to travel to the
Southernmost Point, these comfortable
vessels, which sail from both Fort Myers
and Marco Island, arrive at Key West in
less than four short hours! Enjoy the air-
conditioned cabin or meet new friends at
the galley lounge and bar. Key West
Express makes scheduled runs daily with
round-trip and one-way tickets available.
888-539-2628 | www.seakeywestexpress.com

Your look for a luxurious Florida Keys rental
and/or beautiful Florida Keys real estate,
starts here. Island Villa Properties is your
connection to finding Florida Keys vacation
rentals from Key Largo to Islamorada. At
Island Villa they're here to help you find the
perfect retreat for you and your family.
Whether you're planning a vacation or relo-
cating to the Florida Keys, Island Villa can
help you find your ideal Florida Keys vaca-
tion rental or a new home in paradise.
305-664-3333 | www.islandvilla.com ❂
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