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First-time visitors to the Florida Keys
comment almost immediately on the
island chain's unique laid-back
atmosphere that is a world away from
big cities and theme parks.

FLORIDA KEYS
& 

KEY WEST

A World away from 

ORDINARY!

FOCUS ON

A necklace of islands that begins just south of Miami, the
Florida Keys are connected by the Overseas Highway's 43
bridges - one almost seven miles long - over the Atlantic
Ocean and Gulf of Mexico. The area is divided into five
regions including Key Largo, Islamorada, Marathon, Big
Pine and the Lower Keys, and Key West. 
Vistas of the Keys are dominated by emerald-green lagoons,
deep-blue seas, nodding palms, rustling pines and olive-
green mangroves. Sharing this eco-paradise are white
herons, roseate spoonbills, pelicans, sea gulls, ospreys and
countless underwater creatures.
The coastal waters of the entire 125-mile island chain,
including its shallow water flats, mangrove islets and coral
reefs, have been designated the Florida Keys National
Marine Sanctuary.

Key Largo>> The longest island of the Keys chain, Key
Largo gave its name to the famous movie starring
Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall - portions of which
were filmed there. But Key Largo's star attraction is John
Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park - the first underwater pre-
serve in the United States - that is incorporated within the
Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary. These protected
areas feature 55 varieties of delicate corals and more than
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600 different species of fish.
Key Largo also is home to the Spiegel Grove, a retired U.S.
Navy ship that is one of the largest vessels in the world
ever purposely scuttled to create an artificial reef.
Islamorada>> Islamorada is the centerpiece of a group of
islands called the "purple isles." Legend says Spanish
explorers named the area from "morado," the Spanish
word for purple - either for the violet sea snail, janthina
janthina, found on the seashore here, or for the purple
bougainvillea flowers found in the area.
Known as the Sport-Fishing Capital of the World,
Islamorada is heralded for its angling diversity and features
the Keys' largest fleet of offshore charter boats and shal-
low-water "backcountry" boats.
Marathon>> Located between Key Largo and Key West -
Marathon is anything but a middle of the road destination! In
fact, Marathon is home to the Seven Mile Bridge and Crane
Point, a 63.5-acre land tract that is one of the most important
historical and archaeological sites in the Keys. Crane Point
contains evidence of pre-Columbian and prehistoric
Bahamian artifacts, and was once the site of an entire Indian
village. Marathon also features the Dolphin Research Center,
one of five Keys facilities that provide visitors an opportuni-
ty to swim and interact with the intelligent mammals.
Big Pine Key and the Lower Keys>> The sheer sweep of the
Straits of Florida and the Gulf of Mexico is readily seen
from the Bahia Honda Bridge. Bahia Honda State Park,
whose beach was named one of the top 10 in the United
States by several travel studies, is a prime example of the
Lower Keys' pristine beauty.
Key West>> Key West is the final stop on the Overseas
Highway, where the land ends and meets the sea amid

19th-century charm and contemporary attractions. The
ambiance of continental America's southernmost city -
which is situated closer to Cuba than Miami - is embedded
in its quaint, palm-studded streets, historic hundred-year-
old gingerbread mansions and a relaxed citizenry of self-
styled "conchs" (pronounced konks).
At day's end in Key West, visitors gather at Mallory Square
to experience the nightly "sunset celebration" - a tradition
that Key Westers share with visitors. While musicians, jug-
glers, mimes and other performers provide entertainment,
the sun sinks slowly below the horizon as sunset cruise
boats sail by in Key West Harbor.
The nightlife in Key West can be exciting and diverse. The
"Duval Crawl" is a popular phrase used to describe fun-seek-
ers' evening jaunts up and down the island's main street to
sample numerous taverns and entertainment offerings.
For more culturally oriented visitors, theater is available at
several playhouses and the Key West Symphony offers
periodic concerts.
For more information about the Florida Keys & Key West,
visit the Keys Web site at www.fla-keys.com or, in the U.S.
and Canada, dial toll-free 1-800-FLA-KEYS (800-352-5397).

we recommend> > >
Located in the Florida Keys on a small private tropical
island, Conch Key Cottages calls to travelers who seek a
peaceful serenity in the comfort of naturally breathtaking
scenery.
Each distinctive cottage features its own unique asset.
Whether it's a private lanai that overlooks the ocean or
concealed garden hot tub, Conch Key Cottages is able to
provide couples and families complete relaxation with an
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ideal location to enjoy their getaways.
800-330-1577 | www.conchkeycottages.com

Holiday Isle Beach Resort & Marina is a
collection of 138 rooms on the oceanfront
in Islamorada, midway between Miami
and Key West, Florida. Holiday Isle’s
many amenities include two fresh water
pools, a white sand beach, volleyball
court, a full service marina, a wide variety
of water sports, deep sea and backcoun-
try fishing, diving charters, and oceanfront
restaurants and bars including
Rumrunners Island Bar and the highly
touted Tiki Bar, a Keys Landmark.
www.holidayisle.com

Offering 1, 2 & 3 bedroom villas and
suites, La Siesta Resort & Marina is a fami-
ly oriented resort. where guests can relax
and enjoy the laid-back lifestyle of the
beautiful Florida Keys. Catch a snooze
under a palm, catch a tan on the beach or
have fun all year round in the newly
remodeled, heated, swimming pool with
hot tub. La Siesta also features a superb
marina, walking paths, beach volleyball &
full water sports.
www.lasiestaresort.com

Simonton Court Historic Inn and Cottages,
once a cigar factory where highly-skilled
laborers hand-rolled some of the worlds
most famous cigars, has been impressively
transformed into a serene oasis that encour-
ages a sense of calm. Garden pathways are
a highlight with flowering bougainvillea
and lush greenery displayed prominently
among towering palms that provide a cool
respite on a hot Key West day.
Unique to Simonton Court are the luxurious
accommodation choices guests are offered.
Sumptuous linens and thoughtful amenities
are found adorned within the historic inn
itself. For those who prefer an intimacy of a
private cottage, guests are assured of a dis-
creet and well-appointed accommodation.
Outdoors, guests can relax alongside one of
the inn's four pool areas or take advantage
of the full concierge services that are
offered. 800-944-2687 | 305-294-6386 |
www.simontoncourt.com

Finding your way to Key West is easy when
visitors utilize Key West Express.
Considered one of the most time efficient
and pleasurable way to travel to the
Southernmost Point, these comfortable ves-
sels, which sail from both Fort Myers and
Marco Island, arrive at Key West in less than
four short hours! Enjoy the air-conditioned
cabin or meet new friends at the galley
lounge and bar. Key West Express makes
scheduled runs daily with round-trip and
one-way tickets available. 888-539-2628 |
www.seakeywestexpress.com   ❂
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