St. Lucie Florida...

Green Living

...an ECO Destlnatlon
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“Floricda's Best Kept Secret.”

an area that has been called
Even those who know
Flowida well may not seahze that, in sddition o ns bresith-
takung cosstal beauty, thriving ars and coliuee, chanipi-
onship-caliber golf anthe FOA sl traanimg groumds for the
Mew York Mets, St Luscse 12 a laven for eco-tourias aml @
madel of sustanabaliny for those who want o lve green,

S, Lucie has preserved TIHD aeres of environmental
lamdls, ancluding mibes of unspoaled Atlantic Owvean beach-
ex, W) miles of wals for haking, kg and horsehack
richng, amd unchisturbed river preserves whese you can
canoe and kayak, 51, Locie 1 alse an exporter of energy
cressting three tmes as msch enerey as it cosunes kocally
andl 15 actively courting green energy echnology compraies
t make therr home i s IE0-acre research park,

Under the
artificial reef program, rewsing steel and conerete other-

water, S0 Lucie has done s part with ais

wise bound for the ladBll © creae a habicn for fish,
sponges and corals, Maternals are deployed ana variety of

102

~I|__|I_|

fil IIZ '!-Z_'

2009 HG

[V ( |I:'._'I'| 10ome

jewel of Florida's Treasure Coast.
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5 Lucke ollers endless 41|'||'H1rt|,.|n|li|:'-. fosr wvou o
exphore the “real Flonda™ — matural Floricks, the aay o was
before rampant development, Ancd, Bor s mited fime, you
cin even meel ong ol the well-Enown Fces ol the green
movement amnd discover how Little steps can make o g
diflerence in preservimg our natural hakatag,

Mark Your Calendars January1

Yo won oo To mess Carder Oosterhboesse of Home
and Crarden Television™s (HGTW ) Carter Can and Ked Heol
& Gireen at the Artof Living Green festivil, Suturday and
Sundwy, Jonuary 17-18, 2008 0t the ALE. Backus Museam
in historie downtown Fort Plieree in 5t Loacie county,

Chne of Amenca’s most recopnized lifestyle experts,
Oiosterhouse will be on hand Saturduy talking about green
baikding, tips For making your home more envimnmental [y
Frsendly. his expenences working with HGTW, and sipning
aubopraphs, Yow com alsoowin o chiance o meet Oosterhogsse



ata special VIP pivvate party — simgly puschase your Festival
tickets in advance at www artofliv INEEresn.Ong.

But that's nor all you'll find at this Family-friendly cele-
bration featuring workshops, exhibitors and activities
focused o grecmer living.

Corme learn how o atteact harmony and success using
feng shoi principles from Awaken Your Space, find a puarse
made from recyeled tires at High Road's exhibit and asie
moathwatering organic chocolates from Faith, Hope and
Chocolate. Sip Tea and Chi's organic tea, see a Healthy
Ceourmiel cooking demonsiration and leam aboun hydrogponic
gardeniing from Decker Farms, You can even pick up something
for your four-legged friend a1 Mr. Barksmith Healthy Dog
Treats,

You might even beave with a premiere, ome-of-a-kind eco-an
project, an eighteen-foot sculptiere designed by renowned
arist Patrck Cochran, The sculpiuse will be constructed over
the two-day evem from discarded pleces of metal or alu-
v visiors e the festival ane sked o beng, The comprleted
wiork of art will be anctioned off after tee event.

See the HGTV 2009 Grean Home Site

St. Lueie is also the site of HGTVY s seeond annual
“areen” home, now being constructed in Tradition, a dynam-
ic master-planned  community conveniently located off of
Interstate 95, One lecky winmer will receive the fully-fur-
mished, custom-built 2008 HGTY Green Home during a give-
away frorn April 17 10 June 5. 20040, But you can drive by the
site now and see the house being constructed.

Located on one of the main thossughfares of the community,
the 2 A30-sguare-foot custorm home has a Spanish conbermporany
style and features sustainable site development. indoor envi-
ronmental qualicy, energy efficieney and inpovative design.

The HGTY Green home will be registered o receive cer-
tifbcation from LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Dasign), the recognized standard in measuring building sus-
tainability from the U5, Green Building Council.

Explore A Premier Florida
Eco-lourist Lestination

The festival ond green home are the newest additions to
At Lucie’s eco-triendly heritage,

A premier Florida eco-tourism destinafion, 58 Lucie is
blessed with & variety of natural resources, incheding 21 miles
of pristing cosstal habitat, a portion of the Indian River
Lagoon, designated by the Environmental Protection Agency
a5 the most hio-diverse estuary in Morth America, and the
mrrth fork of the 51 Locie River, an environmental preserve
with more species of fish thun any other river in Florida,

The Osbow Eco-Center is the perfect “green” place o
view some of these hobits. Located on o 225-acre preserve
abong the St Lucie River, the Oxbow wos built o sustain
native wildlife, vsing trails, bridees, boardwalks orad ohservation
toweTs 5o hat visitors can fully experience nature yet nod disrupt it
Explore three miles of trial twisting through pine forests and

DESTINATION

Barmiieecks on your own oF on o guided wour with o nateralisa,

You can also enjpoy the Oxbow's observation lowers,
caive dock and a nature center. The nature center offers edu-
catiomal exhibits and a host of activites amd evems for all
ages, including the annual Earth Day Celebeation. Leciure
Series wnd Nature at Might prograns.

The center itsel§ was built using green building technologies
including solar panels, passive light design, recycled as well
as recyclable materials, The floors were made of salvaged
piiee trzes frome the 51, Tohins Biver that were lost during the
early logoing days, Water For toilet flushing = captured from
rainfall through s cistern system, & maosdel for sustainability,
The Chbow Center, 15 a “must do” for any sco-traveler,

S, Lucie was forunate 1o be able w preserve over half of
it4 21 miles of oceanfront beaches. This coastal area offers
e of the few places in south Florida where vou can walk for
a mile or two without a comdo in sight. Here you can also
watch baby sea wrtles enter the world, Guided by moonlight,
beawtiful sea wrles come ashore to lay their eggs. bury them
safely in the sand w0 hatch and go back oal o sea, JTust make
sure vou don't ger oo chose! 51, Lucie has fenced off these
progecied areas o that sea wrtles will continue 1o visin for
SENEnEions o oo,

You also won't want o miss e Smithsomian bMarine
Ecosystems Exhibin ar the 51, Lucke Coumty Marine Center,
This constantly changing exhibin features plants amd animals
culled from the over 4IHEF species in the Tndian Baiver
Lagoon, You can get a first-hand ook at the exhibin's mearly
BUOHHE gallons of agquariurms aid 15 wouch tank,

S Lucie’s calm waters also make it the wdeal for spot for
risanatees., Moore"s Creck on the Indian River s a grean place
for 1o book for these lovable creatres. Mo visit swould be
complete, either, without a teip to the Manatee Obseryaton &
Education Center, where vou can also catch scemic pontonn
Boran trip.

i fact, whether vou want o dolphin watch or observe an
alligator wp close and persomal, 5. Luche offers the beat scenic
oy aroangd, The River Lilly, based in Port St Lucie, offers
a taste of what natural Florida is all abour on the 50 Locie
Biver, Commaon sightings are alligators, iartbes and bards, 17
it's dedphins vouw are looking for, iy the Dol phin Waich
Towir,

st Development Council

st, Lucie County Tou
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