
the destination is 100 percent open for business, including
all accommodations, restaurants and boating lanes. With
more than 14,000 guest rooms, the Emerald Coast presents
a variety of accommodations perfect for families and
groups of all sizes, from beachfront condos and hotels, to
vacation homes and a bed and breakfast.
Known as the "Wreck Capital of the South," Panama City
Beach provides the greatest variety of dive sites of any
area. The warm waters of the Gulf of Mexico encourage
rapid growth, making the area an excellent home and

10

FACT>> ONLY 16 OF THE 180 BEACHES IN THE WESTERN
PART OF THE FLORIDA PANHANDLE WERE AFFECTED BY
THE LOUISIANA GULF COAST OIL SPILL
.
PANHANDLE 
Florida's Emerald Coast, encompassing the southern sea
towns of Destin, Fort Walton Beach and Okaloosa Island,
boasts "Their Coast is Clear!" as it remains famous for 24
miles of sugar-white sand and brilliant emerald-green
water. Located along Northwest Florida's upper Gulf coast,

THE COAST IS CLEAR

In light of the Gulf Coast tragedy, we

want travelers to visit, play and enjoy

the more than 600 miles of

untouched, unblemished and

untainted coastlines...

Florida's Beaches have been in the spotlight for decades. Whether quiet and secluded
or bustling with activity and family fun, the beaches have been ranked among the
best in the nation for their beauty, accessibility and facilities.

COURTESY OF ST. PETE/CLEARWATER CVB
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breeding ground for all types of exotic sea life.
Panama City Beach is situated on 27 miles of sugar-white
sand beaches bordering clear, emerald-green waters where
the Gulf of Mexico and St. Andrews Bay converge. With
more than 300 days of sunshine annually and attractions
such as St. Andrew's State Park and Pier Park, the region
has long been favored by travelers seeking an affordable
beach vacation with year-round offerings for families,
couples, groups and adventure-seekers, including
President Barack Obama, who along with the First Lady
Michelle Obama and their daughter Sasha, enjoyed an
August 2010 getaway to Panama City Beach.

NORTHEAST
Perhaps better known for its historic monuments, the area
is home to a number of unspoiled beaches. St. Augustine,
Ponte Vedra and Anastasia Island offer beachgoers an
exceptional 42-mile-long oceanside playground filled with
the chance to explore, discover and experience. The activ-
ities they offer visitors are varied and plentiful. From swim-
ming and surfing to shell collecting and hiking, the beach-
es of this beautiful stretch of Atlantic shoreline offer year-
round fun in a seaside paradise.

The beaches stretch from Ponte Vedra, in the north, to
Marineland, at the southern extremity of St. Johns County.
The natural beauty of the beaches remains unspoiled and
serves as a year-round magnet for visitors who enjoy sun-
shine, recreation and the sea. Places such as Vilano Beach,
Crescent Beach, Summer Haven and St. Augustine Beach
are ideal for swimming and fishing while water sport
enthusiasts enjoy wind surfing and kite surfing.
Anastasia Island, south of St. Augustine, is nestled between
the Atlantic Ocean and the Intracoastal Waterway. Along its
wide beaches and at the St. Johns County Pier, just south
of popular Anastasia State Park, visitors enjoy fishing or
simply relaxing in the sun.

CENTRAL WEST
No other destination offers three top beaches! While
Tampa, St. Petersburg and Clearwater Beach offer plenty of
man-made attractions, nature holds her own here with
mangrove forests, wildlife reserves and barrier islands.
St. Petersburg-Clearwater is famous for its 35 miles of pow-
der-white barrier island beaches on the Gulf of Mexico.
From undeveloped island hideaways to wide, soft city
beaches that offer all the amenities a beach-lover could

COURTESY OF LITTLE PALM ISLAND

BEACHES

COURTESY OF LEE COUNTY
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imagine and even pet-friendly beach
parks, St. Petersburg-Clearwater area
beaches are unmatched. The area is one of
the few places in the world to have a #1
beach, #2 beach, and a top city beach
while also receiving a Healthy Beach
award.
Further South, Sarasota has been included
as a Top 10 Beach Destination on two
"Best Of" Lists for 2010. Sarasota is named
one of TripAdvisor's Top 10 Beach
Destinations and Siesta Key is featured on
Dr. Beach's 2010 Top 10 Beaches list.
Sarasota's beauty, soft sands and fishing
piers earned the destination its spot on
TripAdvisor's Top 10 Beach and Sun
Destinations in the United States list.
Sarasota also makes an appearance on Dr.
Beach's 2010 Top Beaches list. The world-
famous Siesta Key Beach, known for its
powder white sand, was rated number "2"
on Dr. Beach's eagerly awaited list. Siesta
Beach also graced the top on this list in
both 2008 and 2009.

CENTRAL EAST
Daytona Beach is up to 500 feet wide at
low tide and is perfect for sandcastle
building, cycling, jogging, fishing or just
relaxing in the sun. While at the beach,
watersport enthusiasts can grab a surf-
board, launch a boat or head out for a
parasailing adventure. 
While driving is permitted on 11 of the 23-
mile long beach area, four pedestrian-only
zones are found at various intervals. The
most central pedestrian beach zone is
found north and south of the historic
Daytona Beach Pier (formerly known as
Main Street Pier).

SOUTH WEST
If luxury is on your list, consider heading
south. A mix of island resorts and natural
beauty make this a romantic destination
with pampering as top priority. Sanibel is
known worldwide for its shelling and the
associated posture referred to as the
"Sanibel Stoop." Some fanatics attach
flashlights to their heads, in an effort to be
first in the daily search for top picks of the
more than 400 varieties of shells found lit-
tering the beaches, particularly after an
especially high or low tide. Estero Island,
home of Fort Myers Beach, has been rec-
ognized as one of the "world's safest
beaches" because of its gently sloping
shoreline. The sand is particularly soft and
white, akin to powdered sugar. 
Throughout the city of Naples, along the
four miles of Marco Island's crescent
shoreline, and into the deserted Ten
Thousand Island region of the Everglades,
beach parks range from those with full
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facilities to simple access points perfect
for long beach walks on deserted sands.
Numerous beach access points in down-
town Naples, as well as Tigertail Beach
Park on Marco Island, are perfect for visi-
tors staying at nearby off-beach hotels.

SOUTH EAST
Greater Fort Lauderdale's 23 miles of Blue
Wave beaches beckon visitors to jump
right in. Swim, paddle, splash, or float. Lie
on the beach to heat up, then jump back
in to cool off. Go up to the knees or up to
the neck. Let gentle waves lap at the feet
or catch a wave and ride it to shore. 
Flanked by the mighty Atlantic and the
beautiful azure waters of Biscayne Bay,
and warmed by yearly average tempera-
tures in the 70s, visitors to Miami who
want to get their feet wet never need look
far to organize a day on the bay.
Anybody who's anybody has laid their
bronzed skin on the shores of world
famous South Beach. This area includes
Lummus Park and Public Beach from 5th
Street to 15th Street and all the way up to
Collins Park. This beach area will mostly
attract a mix of locals and those who are
the guests of the many boutique hotels,
B&B's, and hotels that may or may not be
directly on Ocean Drive. It is an absolutely
beautiful beach within walking distance of
a multitude of shops and restaurants, etc.
With the exception of the 12th street area,
it's fairly family friendly although this IS
South Beach and you may encounter some
topless bathers and minimal bathing attire.
There are plenty of cabanas for rent, a
really wide beach area, a 1.6 mile path for
rollerblading, biking, walking, etc.

We Recommend...
NORTH
Along Scenic Hwy 30-A, Garrett Realty
Services has been providing travelers with
the area's finest vacation properties since
1987. Whether guests are in search of a
vacation property that's small and intimate
overlooking the water. Or, a property
spacious enough to accommodate an
entire family or small gathering, Garrett
Realty can provide personalized and
knowledgeable service to assure this get-
away is your most memorable. 800-537-
5387, www.garrettrealty.com

Complimenting their breathtaking sur-
roundings are the equally breathtaking
beach communities and homes that make
up the Panhandle. Cottage Rental Agency
represents many home owners wanting to
share their piece of paradise with the rest
of the world. Featuring spacious and airy
homes, comfortably accommodating from
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compromising privacy, can enjoy the comforts found at
Royal Mansions Resort. Featuring an array of spacious
vacation units, highlighted with separate sleeping and
living areas, offer families and couples convenience and
thoughtful touches during their long term getaways. Ask
about their government, military and relocation units
available. 888-724-9325, www.royalmansions.com

NEW SMYRNA BEACH>> Overlooking the Atlantic Ocean
in breathtaking New Smyrna Beach, Moontide
Condominiums consists of two buildings, a five story
building on the beach with a rooftop pool and an eight
story building overlooking the pool, beach and ocean.
Featuring one, two, and three bedroom fully equipped lux-
urious condominium units, each unit is highlighted with
washers and dryers, a two story enclosed gated parking
garage and a fabulous beach experience. Unique is the
spectacular view from the 5th story pool deck overlooking
the Atlantic Ocean. 800-421-8222, www.themoontide.com

DAYTONA BEACH>> If the beach is your destination,
Perry's Ocean Edge, features more than 700 feet of ocean-
front... homemade donuts... intensive kids programs...
and that's just the beginning of the fabulous amenities
available at this family-friendly resort! Providing visitors
with more than 200 guestrooms to choose from, each
member of your group will feel at home, whether they
choose a South Tower Oceanfront room with resort
kitchen or Kid's Beach Suites with a separate room with
bunk beds for the children! 800-447-0002, 386-255-0581,
www.perrysoceanedge.com

two to 10 and more, and a lavish lifestyle opportunity, the
only thing left for visitors to do is relax. Visit their Website
for a complete inventory of properties. 800-277-8696,
www.cottagerentalagency.com

NORTH EAST
AMELIA ISLAND>> Savor history and ambiance in the 1905
grandiose Bed and Breakfast, Hoyt House, a jewel along
Amelia Island. Hoyt House offers guests 10 spacious gue-
strooms, a heated swimming pool and hot tub, four public
salons featuring hand-tiled fireplaces, afternoon refresh-
ments and gently rocking porch swings. Outdoors, a
beautiful garden awaits visitors who care to spend a lazy
afternoon resting on lounge chairs and umbrella shaded
tables. What a better way to relax after a day at the
beach. 904-277-4300, www.hoythouse.com

CENTRAL EAST
CAPE CANAVERAL>> East of Orlando, the Ron Jon Cape
Caribe has become a name synonymous with fun and fami-
ly activity. Ron Jon Cape Caribe brings luxurious resort-style
villas and amenity packages that are second to none in the
area. Outdoor amenities include a heated lazy river, four-
storey high water slide, children's play center, miniature golf
and movie theater. For the adult traveler, sport courts, onsite
massage therapy and media room are just the beginning of
thoughtful touches this resort will add to your getaway. 321-
799-4900, www.ronjonresort.com

CAPE CANAVERAL>> Discerning visitors wanting luxurious
accommodations, with a myriad of activity, all without



VERO BEACH>> Disney's Vero Beach Resort. Gracious
Disney hospitality awaits you along Florida's pristine
Atlantic Coast. Offering a high-quality experience that's
nothing short of magical, this oceanfront, family-oriented
retreat operates both as a hotel and a Disney Vacation
Club. Artfully themed, guests will find hidden treasures
reminiscent of sea turtles and the rich Florida history.
Many rooms are equipped with full kitchens and bal-
conies, and all have bright interiors and tile floors. Enjoy
a wide range of recreational activities on both land and
sea. From massages to nature tours and campfire pro-
grams, this seaside escape lets you find adventure or sim-
ply do nothing at all. Dine in the family atmosphere of
Shutters which features a character breakfast on Saturday
mornings. www.disneybeachresorts.com

PALM BEACH COUNTY >> Touting some of the finest
beaches in the United States, the Atlantic coast destination
of Delray Beach is an ideal destination for visitors who
want an abundance of water activities, or maybe a sense of
history and culture to add to their getaways.
Nearby, Boca Raton, which was developed as a resort
town, has been welcoming visitors to its breathtaking
shores for decades, the area is renown for offering its
travelers an extensive array of dining and entertainment
options.
Meeting all your Palm Beach County accommodation needs
is Vacation Resorts International (VRI). Highlighted by spa-
cious vacation properties along the Atlantic Coast, visitors
wanting to spend a week...or more along the beaches of
Palm Beach County are invited to enjoy the upgraded and
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thoughtful amenities each VRI property provides.
For a complete list of resort amenities, rates and availabil-
ity, visit VRI's website at www.8664myvacation.com, or
call toll free 866-4MY-VACATION (866-469-8222).

CENTRAL WEST
CLEARWATER BEACHS>> The Hyatt Regency Clearwater
Beach Resort and Spa, a centerpiece of the city's new $30
million Beach Walk, is inspired by a classic yet contem-
porary West Indies style. Accommodations consist of 250
deluxe, one and two bedroom suites with full kitchens
and private balconies overlooking the Gulf of Mexico.
Book now through December 30, using offer code CBIN-
TR to get 15 percent off the Hyatt daily rate plus a $50
daily resort credit. 727-373-1234, www.clearwater-
beach.hyatt.com

MADEIRA BEACH, INDIAN SHORES AND REDINGTON
BEACHES>> JC Resort Condominiums, one of West
Central Florida's premier resort management companies
understands that hospitality and attention to detail turn
an every day vacation, into a memorable one.
JC Resorts offer an impressive inventory of beachfront
vacation properties on the Gulf coast of Florida. Resorts
are located in the highly sought after communities of
Madeira Beach, Indian Shores and Redington Beaches.
Guests can expect spacious, well-appointed vacation
accommodations with fully equipped kitchens and private
balconies. Travelers also enjoy many features normally
found only in a hotel setting like, high-speed internet
and daily newspapers. Resorts feature a variety of ameni-
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We are directly on the beach!
Studios, Efficiency, and One Bedroom condos.

All units have kitchens.
Pool-Hot Tub-Play Ground-Bar B Que/Picnic Area

Tennis-Activities-Restaurant & Bar
Sorry No Pets--No Smoking. 2 night minimum.

3450 Ocean Drive
Vero Beach, Florida 32963

www.reefoceanresort.com
1-800-662-7333    772-231-1000

Overlooking the Atlantic Ocean in
breathtaking New Smyrna Beach,
Moontide Condominiums consists of two
buildings, a five story building on the
beach with a rooftop pool and an eight
story building overlooking the pool,
beach and ocean. Featuring one, two,
and three bedroom fully equipped luxu-
rious condominium units, each unit is
highlighted with washers and dryers, a
two story enclosed gated parking garage
and a fabulous beach experience.
Unique is the spectacular view from the
5th story pool deck overlooking the
Atlantic Ocean.
800-421-8222 | www.themoontide.com

REEF OCEAN RESORT

MOONTIDE
CONDOMINIUMS
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ties including heated pools, Jacuzzis, private
fishing piers and tennis courts, to name
a few. Shopping, dining, professional
sports and attractions are all located
nearby. www.JCResorts.US

CLEARWATER>> Within steps to the
sugar white sand of Clearwater, the fam-
ily owned and operated Ebb Tide pro-
vides guests an intimate and friendly
atmosphere for their next getaway.
Featuring one and two bedroom suites,
overlooking the pool and bay, the resort
motel offers a quiet fishing pier, water-
side grill area, freshwater heated pool,
spacious sundeck and more. 727-441-
4421, www.clearwaterbeachresorts.com

SOUTH
MIAMI>> The Cambean Hospitality bou-
tique hotel collection has introduced a
new definition of hip to South Beach.
From the sleek Art Deco lines of Carlton
South Beach, the ultra plush and intimacy
of the Nash South Beach, the eco-friendly
and newly-renovated Clifton South Beach,
or the oceanfront views that dominate the
Majestic South Beach, visitors of all genres
can't help but feel indulged the moment
they are greeted at each property.
Situated in South Beach's hottest neigh-
borhoods, hotel guests will experience
charm, inviting decor and sophisticated
amenities, all characteristic of a Cambean
Hospitality property. French spa products,
Egyptian cotton down comforters, Hi
Speed Wireless Internet and LCD Flat
Screen Televisions are only the beginning
of the luxuries these properties provide
their guests.
Combining cutting-edge technology ser-
vices, and respect for the earth,
Cambean Hospitality has become a
leader in environmentally friendly lodg-
ing practices. Recently, the Miami Beach
based hospitality group entered into a
partnership with the Everglades
Foundation, whose mission is to protect
and restore America's Everglades. "It's an
honor to partner with the Everglades
Foundation to help educate the public
about this vital ecosystem's restoration,"
stated Brian Scheinblum, President of
Cambean Hospitality. www.carltonsouth-
beach.com, www.majesticsouthbeach.com,
www.cliftonsouthbeach.com, www.nashsouth-
beach.com, www.cambeanhotels.com

SOUTH WEST
FORT MYERS BEACH>> Headquartered
in Fort Myers Beach, SunStream Hotels &
Resorts has become a name synonymous
with luxury hotels and condominium
resorts throughout Southwest Florida.
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Destin's Henderson Park Inn Guest Brittany Steelman
7/13/10: "The only thing my stay at Destin's Henderson Park
Inn left me without was the first hand knowledge of what,
exactly, a tar ball looks like. After a week of searching, all I
found was powder white beaches set against ribbons of
emerald and turquoise water. The most breathtaking views
greeted me every morning."

Quote
t h e  c o a s t  i s  c l e a r

SunStream's distinctive collection of prop-
erties in Southwest Florida now includes
the DiamondHead Beach Resort & Spa,
GullWing Beach Resort, Pointe Estero
Beach Resort, Bellasera Hotel, Park Shore
Resort, Port of the Islands Resort & Marina
and Cape Coral's first luxury resort, The
Resort at MarinaVillage.
For more information on SunStream Hotels
& Resorts or to book a reservation, please
call 800-625-4111 or visit www.sun-
stream.com.

FORT MYERS BEACH>> The refreshingly
new and uniquely different Harbour
House offers guests 34 spacious and
individually owned vacation suites, just
steps from the beach. Convenient for
family vacations or a couples getaway,
Harbour House is situated in the heart of
the Downtown and Times Square
Entertainment District. Onsite dining,
activity and boat dockage adds to the
experience. 239-463-0700, www.har-
bourhouseattheinn.com

CAPTIVA ISLAND>> Our Captiva invites
discerning travelers to Captiva Island who
deserve only the best when it comes time
to reserve a vacation home. Our Captiva
features premier rental properties high-
lighted by the best in interior furnishings
and the most breathtaking locales within
Southwest Florida. From "Relaxed
Elegance" to "Barefoot Ambiance", the
properties that Our Captiva represents
have been equipped, detailed and taken
care of in ways unlike any other. The
amenities that are individually property
specific are there for guests to enjoy, relax
and really get away. 239-395-0852,
www.our-captiva-rental.com

MATLACHA>> The Angler's Inn is ideal for
travelers who simply can't imagine leaving
the sun-kissed shores of Southwest
Florida. Situated in the remote locale of
Matlacha, yet within walking distance to
dining and shopping conveniences, guests
can enjoy a peaceful surrounding high-
lighted by a private kitchens, lanai and
grill. Outdoors anglers can take advantage
of the private fishing dock. 239-898-2121,
www.anglersinnmatlacha.com

MATLACHA>> At Bert's Bar & Grill, travel-
ers can get their groove on while enjoying
a frosty cold drink with the locals.
Renowned for its historic and somewhat
infamous past, the grill has been bringing
together thirsty travelers with friendly locals
for more than 70 years. Dockside dining is
available and special entertainment events.
Visit their Website for event schedule. 239-
282-3232, www.bertsbar.com   ❂
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