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SPOTLIGHT ON

Fantasy
Fest

Key West to Be 'Habitat for Insanity' during October 22-31

Expect Key West's habitual eccentricity and offbeat flavor to intensify radically

during Fantasy Fest 2010, themed "Habitat for Insanity." Set for Oct. 22-31, the

uninhibited extravaganza entices attendees to abandon real-world cares for a

fantasy escape on America's southernmost island.
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The annual 10-day festival offers more than 40 masquerade
balls, costume contests and celebrations, culminating in a
dazzling parade of large-scale floats and costumed marching
groups.
Events kick off Friday, Oct. 22, with a Royal Coronation
Ball to crown the king and queen of the high-energy "habi-

tat." Key West's Caribbean roots are celebrated that same
weekend, with Friday and Saturday's Goombay street party
in the historic Bahama Village neighborhood.
Subsequent festival highlights include Tuesday's "Diagnosis
Psychosis" Headdress Ball, featuring "heady" prizes for the
best masks, cowls, feathered turbans and other cranium cov-
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ers. Wednesday brings the quirky Pet
Masquerade and Parade, where costumed
dogs, cats, exotic birds and other "party ani-
mals" strut their stuff on an oceanfront stage.
The lavish Pretenders in Paradise costume
competition is staged Thursday, Oct. 28,
under the stars beside the Gulf of Mexico.
Entrants in glittering costumes, some so
large that they loom over awed spectators,
dance and dazzle their way through per-
formances featuring lights and music.
Key West's Duval Street becomes a habitat
for high jinks Friday, Oct. 29, during the
Fantasy Fest Street Fair, where vendors
tempt attendees with feathered masks, col-
orful costumes, artistry, food and libations.
Just before sunset, the Masquerade March
parades through Key West's Old Town,
starring costumed characters in outrageous
attire.
Other traditional Fantasy Fest standouts
include the Monster's Ball, a rowdy toga
party, tea dances, sensual after-dark soirees
and exuberant themed costume contests.
The insanity reaches maximum intensity
Saturday, Oct. 30, as tens of thousands of
spectators gather for the Captain Morgan
Fantasy Fest Parade in Key West's historic
downtown. The spectacle typically
includes feather-bedecked marching
groups, Caribbean bands and elaborately
decorated motorized floats - such as a 40-
foot mechanical shark, surrounded by
dancing sea urchins, that wowed crowds
in a past parade.
For more Fantasy Fest information,
including an event schedule, visit
www.fantasyfest.net or call 305-296-1817.
For information about lodging in Key
West, contact the Key West Chamber of
Commerce at 1-800-LAST-KEY (800-527-
8539) or visit www.fla-keys.com.

We Recommend...
Finding your way to Key West is easy when
visitors utilize Key West Express. Considered
one of the most time efficient and pleasur-
able ways to travel to the Southernmost
Point, these comfortable vessels, which sail
from both Fort Myers and Marco Island,
arrive at Key West in less than four short
hours! Enjoy the air-conditioned cabin or
meet new friends at the galley lounge and
bar. Key West Express makes scheduled
runs daily with round-trip and one-way tick-
ets available. 888-539-2628, www.seakey-
westexpress.com

KEY WEST>> Simonton Court Historic Inn
and Cottages, a once cigar factory where
highly-skilled laborers hand-rolled some of
the worlds most famous cigars, has been
impressively transformed into a serene
oasis that encourages a sense of calm.
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Garden pathways are a highlight with flowering bougainvil-
lea and lush greenery displayed prominently among tower-
ing palms that provide a cool respite on a hot Key West day.
Unique to Simonton Court are the luxurious accommodation
choices guests are offered. Sumptuous linens and thoughtful
amenities are found adorned within the historic inn itself. For
those who prefer an intimacy of a private cottage, guests are
assured of a discreet and well-appointed accommodation.
Outdoors, guests can relax alongside one of the inn's four
pool areas or take advantage of the full concierge services
that are offered. 800-944-2687, 305-294-6386, www.simon-
toncourt.com

KEY WEST>> The recently renovated Ocean Key Resort
offers travelers one of the most romantic locations in
Florida, perfect for an engagement, wedding, or getaway. 
Where the Ocean meets the Gulf of Mexico, the resort
boasts a "barefoot elegance", while featuring 100 spacious
guestrooms, each offering a view that inspires and ener-
gizes. Visitors can rejuvenate while surrounded with warm
breezes, bright colors, island style art, and unique, hand-
painted furniture. 800-328-9815, www.oceankey.com

KEY WEST>> Managing in excess of 1,000 guestrooms in
Key West, guests of a Spottswood Property Hotels and
Resorts can enjoy a comfortable getaway with a familiar
name brand property. The Days Inn (3852 N. Roosevelt
Blvd); Comfort Inn (3820 N. Roosevelt Blvd); Hotel Key
West (3850 N. Roosevelt) and Quality Inn (3824 N
Roosevelt) provide a budget-friendly accommodation
choice, with variety of outdoor amenities and family fun!
For information on these and other Spottswood Properties

visit their Website at www.spottswood.com.

TORCH KEY> Little Palm Island...Imagine the most romantic
and private oasis in Florida. In the world, there are only a few
locales fit for celebrating the most important moments of your
life. Little Palm Island Resort & Spa is one of those excep-
tional places where island beauty, ambiance, service, and
cuisine come together to create a highly customized and
unforgettable event. Located three miles offshore and
accessible only by boat, Little Palm Island has implemented
new levels of service and luxury at its island resort like the
new Premium Bungalow Suites and the Chef's Table. The
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newly redesigned Premium Bungalow
suites have the finest fixtures and furnish-
ings. Each 550-square-foot suite is fully air
conditioned and has an I-Home docking
station, guaranteed beach dining and more.
The Chef's Table offers a once-in-a-lifetime
experience where the Chef Luis Pous and
sous chef prepare and serve a five or seven
course meal and offer instruction/education
about the items served. 800-3-GET-LOST,
www.littlepalmisland.com

THE FLORIDA KEYS>> Your search for
luxurious Florida Keys rentals and beauti-
ful Florida Keys real estate starts here.
Island Villa Properties is your connection to
finding Florida Keys vacation rentals from
Key Largo to Islamorada. At Island Villa
they're here to help you find your perfect
rental retreat for your family. Whether
you're planning a vacation or relocating to
the Florida Keys, Island Villa can help you
find your ideal Florida Keys vacation rental
or that new home in paradise. 305-664-
3333, www.islandvilla.com

ISLAMORADA>> At Hampton Inn & Suites,
Islamorada you can shed your shoes, set
aside your everyday cares, and relax at a
Caribbean-style oceanfront resort.
Lounge at the heated pool overlooking the
ocean. Soak in the outdoor whirlpool,
stroll the private beach. Sip something
sumptuous at Billabong's Tiki Bar or dine
at Outback Steakhouse.
Relax and enjoy a one or two bedroom
suite, or an oceanfront room with private
balcony and stay for their delicious hot
breakfast buffet. 305-664-0073, www.hamp-
toninn.com

ISLAMORADA>> Immerse yourself in the
living seas at Cheeca Lodge & Spa! The
Florida Keys are home to North America's
only living coral barrier reef - the 3rd
largest reef in the world. Experienced and
first-time snorkelers alike will enjoy this
spectacular marine sanctuary, home to
more than 500 species of fish and nearly
50 varieties of living coral. Just a few miles
offshore, under only a few feet of water,
your family can get up close and personal
with a queen angel, purple sea fan, or
electric blue jewel fish.
After the day's adventures (and maybe
even an in-room movie for the kids), your
family will drift to sleep in Cheeca's luxu-
rious pillow-top beds, nestled in fine
linens, plush down comforters and count-
less fluffy pillows. Awake each morning to
a steaming cup of rich Starbucks coffee or
Tazo tea, while enjoying Cheeca's abun-
dant tropical-inspired breakfast buffet.
305-664-4651, www.cheeca.com ❂


